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Its 
genesis

Social context

Waves of denunciations (#MeToo, #UnreportedAssaults)

 Since 2017, Quebec has been strongly affected by social movements denouncing sexual 
and domestic violence. These campaigns have highlighted the shortcomings of the 
judicial system, including:

 • The lack of support for victims.

 • The complexity and slowness of legal proceedings.

 • The feeling of injustice and mistrust in institutions.

  • Underreporting.

Citizen and media mobilization

Groups like Les Courageuses and public figures have helped raise public awareness and 
alert elected officials to the need to reform the system. 5



Political Context

1. Creation of the Expert Committee on Support for Victims of Sexual Assault and 
Domestic Violence (March 2019)

In response to this social pressure, the Quebec government established a 
committee of experts composed of legal experts, social workers, researchers, 
and representatives of community groups. This committee's mandate was to 
consult with victims of sexual assault or domestic violence in order to:

1. Evaluate existing measures.

2. Propose concrete solutions to improve support for victims.

2. Desire for Judicial Reform

O The report is part of a political desire to restore confidence in the justice system.

O The proposed measures were intended to contribute to better adapting the 
justice system to victims and ensuring a better understanding of the various 
options available to them, both within and outside the justice system.

O It proposes 190 recommendations, including the creation of a specialized court 
for sexual and domestic violence in Quebec and the creation of the REBÂTIR 
line.

To date, 169 recommendations have been fully or partially implemented according 
to the Quebec government.

6



Report of the Expert Committee on Support for Victims of Sexual Assault and 

Domestic Violence, December 2020

 Recommandation 25: : Grant all victims of sexual assault or domestic 

violence the right to four hours of free legal advice in all areas of law, 

regardless of their income.

An Act respecting legal aid and the provision of certain other legal services 

(November 2021)

Article 83.0.1: The Commission must ensure that a consultation service is available to
any victim of sexual violence or domestic violence, whether or not they are financially
eligible for legal aid, to allow them to access, free of charge, a maximum of four hours of
legal assistance on any legal issue related to the violence they are experiencing. The
Commission may, where circumstances warrant, grant a victim additional hours.

7



La bonne nouvelle de #metoo | La Presse
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Confidential service provided 
by legal aid lawyers

Telephone service available Monday to Friday, from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., by calling 1 833 REBATIR or by 

email at projet@rebatir.ca

rebatir.ca

REBÂTIR is a legal consultation service
dedicated exclusively to victims of sexual
violence and domestic violence, including
Indigenous victims.

❖ 4 hours of free legal advice offered 

by 14 lawyers.

❖ All Quebecers.

❖ Real-time or by appointment.

❖ 100% virtual service.

❖ project@rebatir.ca

❖ Initial application forms

❖ Counselors
11



Legal consultations in all areas

Family
• Protective Order
• Divorce, 

Separation, Child 
Custody, Use of 
Home, Child 
Support

• Failure to Comply 
with a Judgment

• Management of 
Parental Authority

• Child Abduction

Criminal
• Pre-reporting

meeting
• Criminal process
• Statement of the 

consequences of 
the crime

• Restitution order
• Impact on 

immigration status

Civil
• Defamation
• Damages
• Civil Protection 

Order
• Pets
• Movable Property
• Joint Ownership

Immigration
• Impact on Status
• Sponsorship
• Asylum
• Application for 

Temporary 
Residence Permit 
for Domestic 
Violence

• Application for 
Permanent 
Residence on 
Humanitarian 
Grounds

IVAC
• Classification of 

Criminal Acts
• Eligibility for Various 

Assistance 
Programs

• Immediate 
Assistance and 
Security

Youth
• Reporting
• Reasons for 

Compromise
• Voluntary 

Measures
• Court Referral
• Protective 

Measures

Accomodation
• Termination under Art. 

1974.1 C.c.Q
• Termination of your 

portion of the lease
• Termination of the co-

tenant's/spouse's portion 
of the lease

12



➢ Allow victims to demystify the justice system and its workings, making the possibility

of reporting a crime or taking legal action against an abuser less intimidating;

➢ Enable victims of domestic and sexual violence to understand the avenues available

to them and make an informed decision in this regard;

➢ Support victims throughout their legal process by being available and attentive to

their concerns and needs;

➢ Give victims back the power to make their own decisions and promote their

empowerment;

➢ Refer victims to specialized organizations and thus help build a support network

around them;

➢ Contribute to the protection of victims and the deployment of the safety net.

The legal consultations offered by REBÂTIR lawyers have the 
following objectives

13



Specialized 
expertise
• Over 200 hours of 

training in soft skills, 
communication skills, and 
know-how

• Over 50 hours of training 
and 250 presentations 
offered to industry 
stakeholders

Security

• Summary analysis of 
homicide risk

• Available resources and 
tools

• Safety net (e.g., alarm 
system, cameras, 
moving, care, etc.)

• Interpreters (free)

360 degree 
approach
• Needs and priorities of 

the victim

• Multidisciplinary team 
(family, criminal, civil, 
IVAC, immigration, youth, 
housing, etc.)

• Co-consultations

Partnerships
More than 170 partners, 
including the MJQ, the MSP, 
the SQ, the SPVM, SOS 
VC, and social workers 
(CAVAC, shelters, CISSS).

• Mutual referrals and 
comprehensive support for 
victims

CCJs 
Transfer
• Emergency legal services 

coverage, regardless of 
income;

• Full representation in 
court for victims eligible 
for legal aid

A different mandate, a human approach

14
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Coercive control: the 
concept of coercive 

control and 
complementary tools

Training in damages for 
victims of VC – VS + 

defamation

Health risk assessment 
for victims

Support for victims of 
sexual assault and support 

for people at risk or 
victims of sexual 

exploitation

Better understanding 
domestic violence to 

improve the legal process 
for victims

Preventing Intimate 
Partner Homicide

Violence Doesn't Stop 
After the Breakup: 
Demystifying Post-

Separation Domestic 
Violence

Emergency financial 
assistance offered to 
victims of violence. 

(LAFU)

Human trafficking and 
sexual exploitation

Tools to detect 
technological means used 

by an attacker

International kidnapping
Anti-proximity bracelet 

(electronic bracelet)

Recognize the suicidal 
person and facilitate 

access to help

The exchange of 
confidential 

information when the 
safety of an individual is 

threatened

Strangulation in the 
context of domestic 

violence

More than 200 hours of specialized training in soft skills and know-how

15



Including trainings on indigenous realities 

1

Domestic, 
family and 
sexual violence 
in indigenous 
communities
 

2

Rights and 
realities of 
indigenous 
peoples in 
Quebec 
 
 

3

Commissions 
of Inquiry and 
Indigenous 
Peoples in 
Quebec and 
Canada: 
Findings, 
Recommendati
ons and 
Application
 

4

Family Homes 
on Reserves 
and 
Matrimonial 
Interests or 
Rights Act

5

Issues and 
realities 
specific to First 
Nations 
women

6

Taking into 
account the 
minimum 
standards of 
the new federal 
law (Bill C-92)

7

Programs and 
measures 
applicable to 
Indigenous 
victims and 
offenders

8

Self-training: 
Reading the 
CDPDJ report on 
myths and 
realities and 
listening to the 
capsules on 
breaking the 
code

9

Podcast with 
the 
Honourable
Julie Philippe: 
First 
Indigenous 
woman to 
become a 
judge in 
Quebec

Interpreters bank,
Partnerships,
Information 

Management

16



Several training courses offered to 
community partners

• Regional training day for Estrie on the integration of cyberviolence services

Cross-examinations on cyberviolence, 
remedies and tools available in civil, family 
and IVAC law to put an end to it and to help 

build a safety net around the victim

• Intersection Network (More than 100 police officers from various police forces)
Human trafficking or sexual exploitation

•3 to 4 times a year to the judicial social liaison workers of the specialized 
courtsSafeguard orders in family law

• Judges of the Municipal Court of Montreal
The Legacy of R v. Lavallée & Rebuild

• Judges of the Superior Court, Montreal Division
• Knowledge Committee of the Director of Criminal and Penal Prosecutions

Ensuring the safety of a victim of domestic 
violence

+ 250 
presentations 
offered to the 
community!

17



More than 190 partnerships developed

Sûreté du Québec ✓ Participation in the National Concerted Operation for the Prevention of 
Intimate Partner Violence (ONCP VPI)

La Traversée (Centre de 

services intégrés en violence 
sexuelle)

✓ Participation in the documentary "A Collective Response to Sexual 
Violence" produced by Savoir Média.

✓ Pre-reporting meeting pilot project.

Justice Canada ✓ Participation in a roundtable whose objective is to hear Rebuild's
recommendations regarding a potential new bill on gender-based 
violence (September 4, 2025).

Comité permanent de la 

condition féminine de la 
Chambre des communes du 

Canada 

✓ Participation in the study on gender-based violence and femicide 
against women, girls and people of diverse gender identities.

Espace Femme Premières 

Nations
Centre de pédiatrie sociale 

Saralikitaaq

✓ Mutual referrals.
✓ Adapted initial application form

Regroupement des maisons 

pour femmes victimes de 
violence conjugale

✓ A guide for immigration lawyers: Defending a woman from an 
immigrant background who is a victim of coercive control.

✓ Member and participant in the committee to improve judicial practice to 

increase the safety of women who are victims of domestic violence.

Barreau du Québec ✓ Legal clinic dedicated exclusively to the families and friends of victims.
✓ Development of training courses on violence against women and girls

Secrétariat à la condition 

féminine

✓ Member and participant in the working committee on domestic 
violence.

Ministère de la sécurité 

publique

✓ Participation in the committee responsible for developing a new 
declaration form for a person who is a victim of domestic violence.

CISSSMO16
✓ Pilot project for pre-reporting meetings for victims of sexual violence at 

designated centers: Anna-Laberge Hospital and Suroît Regional 

Hospital Center

CISSSMO16 ✓ Projet pilote de rencontre prédénonciation pour les victimes de violence 
sexuelle des centres désignés: Hôpital Anna-Laberge et Centre 
hospitalier régional du Suroît

18



Pre-denunciation meeting: 2 pilot projects + a 
reference framework

Legal consultations offered for victims of the La Traversée
Integrated Sexual Violence Services Center

Pre-reporting meetings for victims of sexual violence at 
designated centers: Anna Laberge Hospital and Suroît
Regional Hospital Center

Specialized Court for Sexual Violence and Domestic 
Violence – Framework: Measures Surrounding Reporting

19



Lawyers who break down silos

National consultation table 
on police intervention in 

domestic violence, Ministry 
of Public Security

Beauharnois District VC 
Service Integration 

Committees, CISSSO 
Montérégie Ouest, Ministry 

of Justice

Subcommittee on the 
Declaration of the Victim of 
Domestic Violence, Ministry 

of Public Security

Advisory Committee to 
improve judicial practice to 

increase the safety of 
women victims of domestic 

violence, Regroupement des 
maisons d’hébergement

Working Committee on 
Domestic Violence, 

Secretariat for the Status of 
Women

5 lawyers sit on 
the boards of 
directors of 

shelters

20



Information note addressed to the Ministry of Public Security regarding the need to amend the release 
conditions form

Discussions with the police best practices exchange group and the Quebec Ministry of Justice

Proposal of an amending text to the MSP and adoption by the police services

Information note sent to the Quebec Ministry of Justice, the Sûreté du Québec, and the Ministry of Public 
Security regarding the right of victims to remain in their premises

Adoption of this approach by the Sûreté du Québec and communication to the SPVM and other municipal police 
forces

Participation in the Department of Justice Canada panel on the potential creation of a criminal offence of 
coercive control in the context of intimate relationships. www.controlecoercitif.ca

Accredited and recognized training in ethics and professional conduct and specialized tribunal by the Barreau 
du Québec

Ensuring the safety of a victim of domestic violence: a multidisciplinary approach for greater consistency in the 
use of available remedies and tools

Coordination by REBÂTIR of the furniture and personal effects recovery committee for a victim who has left their 
marital home

It is also

21



Raising awareness among the population and 
presence in the public sphere

Source: ici.Radio-Canada.ca – Publié le 8 mars 2024

Source:  Émission Enquête - ici Radio-Canada. ca– Publié le 3 octobre 2024 

Source: L’actualité – Publié le  2024

Source: Le Devoir – Publié et mis à jour le 11 mai  2024

La notion de «contrôle coercitif» fait son chemin dans les 
dossiers de violence conjugale

La loi se durcit pour mieux prévenir 
les féminicides

Source: Le Téléjournal Québec : diffusé le 5 août 2025

Source: Radio-Canada. Participation de Me Catherine Ahélo. 
Parution 26 septembre 2025
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https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/videos/1-8903032/quebec-veut-que-controle-coercitif-devienne-un-crime-et-demande-a-ottawa-legiferer
https://ici.radio-canada.ca/info/long-format/2108907/controle-coercitif-feminicides-violence-conjugal
https://lactualite.com/societe/la-loi-se-durcit-pour-mieux-prevenir-les-feminicides/
https://www.ledevoir.com/societe/justice/812713/violence-conjugale-notion-controle-coercitif-fait-chemin-dossiers-violence-conjugale


Age category of victims of Rebâtir
(Rebuilding)
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34,438
Family 9,230

Civil

89,102 legal consultations

2,537
Housing

In 4 years of activity, it is more than

22,914 
Criminal

73
Mental 
health

246 
Work

7,869 
IVAC

6,086
Immigration

5,062 
Youth 336

Real Estate

24



21 363 6 209 3 201

It’s more than

21,363 victims 6,209 files

transferred

to the B.A.J

3,201 cases

urgently transferred

to the B.A.J.

16,6 % 93%

83.3% of requests are 

from victims of IPV
16.6% of 

requests are 

from victims of 

sexual violence

93% of 

requests are 

from women 

and 7% from 

men

83,3 %

**Donnés de la  dernière mise à jour du 7 mars 2025
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Family violence (art. 2 (1) Divorce Law)

Means any conduct, whether or not constituting a criminal offence, by a family member towards

another family member that is violent or threatening, that denotes, by its cumulative nature,

coercive and controlling behaviour or that causes that other family member to fear for their safety

or that of another person - and the fact that a child is exposed directly or indirectly to such conduct -

including:

a) Physical abuse, including forced confinement, but excluding the use of reasonable force to

protect oneself or someone else;

b) Sexual abuse;

c) Threats to kill or cause bodily harm to someone;

d) Harassment, including stalking;

e) Failure to provide the necessities of life;

f) Emotional abuse;

g) Financial exploitation;

h) Threats to kill or injure an animal or damage property;

i) Killing an animal, causing injury to an animal, or damaging property.

Facteurs de risque homicidaire
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)


Child interest (art. 16 Divorce Law)

[…]
Factors Relating to Family Violence
(4) In considering the effects of family violence under paragraph (3)(j), the court shall consider the following factors:
(a) the nature, severity, timing and frequency of the family violence;
(b) whether a person has a cumulative tendency to behave in a coercive and controlling manner toward a family 
member;
(c) whether the family violence is directed at the child or whether the child is exposed directly or indirectly to family 
violence;
(d) the physical, emotional or psychological harm to the child or the risk of such harm;
(e) whether the safety of the child or another family member is at risk;
(f) whether the domestic violence causes the child or another family member to fear for their safety or that of another 
person;
(g) whether the perpetrator of domestic violence has taken steps to prevent future episodes of domestic violence and to 
improve their ability to care for and meet the needs of the child;
(h) any other relevant factors.

Facteurs de risque homicidaire
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
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https://www.justice.gc.ca/fra/df-fl/aide-help/docs/trousse-doutils-aide.pdf
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[Interpretation] - The term "domestic violence" refers to any form of violence (whether physical, sexual, psychological, verbal, or economic) against an intimate partner within the meaning of section 2 of the Criminal Code (e.g., a person's current or former spouse, common-law partner, or romantic 
partner), or against that partner's loved ones, property, or pets. It also covers cases where the intimate partner is the target of a criminal offense by the offender, even if they are not the direct victim (e.g., an offense committed against the offender's former partner's new spouse).
This type of behavior is intended to dominate or control the other person. Violence includes, but is not limited to, sexual assault, homicide, assault, threats, intimidation and criminal harassment, mischief, damage to property, cruelty to domestic animals, interception of communications (e.g., phone 
calls, text messages, and theft of mail).
The concept of "coercive control" refers to a form of domestic violence, sometimes invisible or less easily perceptible in that it is not based solely on physical incidents, acts of aggression or surveillance. The behaviors adopted by the offender may include multiple strategies which, through their repetitive
and cumulative effect, aim to deprive the victim of her freedom and assert his power over her..

[Interpretation] - The term "domestic violence" refers to any form of violence (whether physical, sexual, 
psychological, verbal, or economic) against an intimate partner within the meaning of section 2 of the 
Criminal Code (e.g., a person's current or former spouse, common-law partner, or romantic partner), or 
against that partner's loved ones, property, or pets. It also covers cases where the intimate partner is the 
target of a criminal offense by the offender, even if they are not the direct victim (e.g., an offense committed 
against the offender's former partner's new spouse).

This type of behavior is intended to dominate or control the other person. Violence includes, but is not 
limited to, sexual assault, homicide, assault, threats, intimidation and criminal harassment, mischief, 
damage to property, cruelty to domestic animals, interception of communications (e.g., phone calls, text 
messages, and theft of mail).

The concept of "coercive control" refers to a form of domestic violence, sometimes invisible or less easily

perceptible in that it is not based solely on physical incidents, acts of aggression or surveillance. The behaviors

adopted by the offender may include multiple strategies which, through their repetitive and cumulative effect,

aim to deprive the victim of her freedom and assert his power over her..

https://cdn-contenu.quebec.ca/cdn-contenu/adm/org/dpcp/PDF/directives/DIR_VIO-1_DPCP.pdf


45% were killed in the home they
shared with the accused
20% in their own home
8% in the accused's home
(ICPHFPV)

On average, 75% of domestic
homicides in Canada occurred
when separation was imminent
(RMFVVC, 2022)

60% of filicides and familicides
occur in the context of separation
or disputes over child custody
(RMFVVC, 2022)

49% of homicides occur within two
months of separation, often when
the woman returns home to collect
her personal belongings.
32% occur within two to twelve
months, and 19% occur more than a
year later (Jollimore, 2022).

The most dangerous moment is
when the breakup is perceived
by the spouse as irreversible
(Drouin, C., Lindsay, J. Dubé, M.,
Trépanier, M. and Blanchette, D.
(2012)
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Cliquez ici pour en savoir plus

Cliquez ici pour en savoir plus

According to criminologist Jane
Monckton Smith, femicides are among
the "most predictable murders" and
always follow the same TRAJECTORY

Statistiques

https://maisons-femmes.qc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/Outils3-WEB_vf.pdf
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Homicidal risk factors

Recommendations addressed to the legal community, whether it be the Barreau du Québec, the 
MJQ, the DPCP, or the Conseil de la magistrature:

✓ The importance of verifying the history of violence contained in the court records;
✓ Improving the training of lawyers and judges, emphasizing the role they can play in detecting and preventing 

violence.
✓ Developing a common understanding of the issue of violence, particularly when it does not involve recent physical 

assault or occurs in a post-separation context.
✓ Better understanding coercive control to enable a more comprehensive assessment of violent situations.
✓ Consulting SOS Violence conjugale during the increase in civil proceedings in cases of suspected domestic violence to 

ensure the protection of potential victims.
✓ Directing both victims and perpetrators to organizations specializing in domestic violence.

https://www.coroner.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/contenu/Veille_recherche_prevention/Comit%C3%A9_violence_conjugale/Rapport_annuel_2018-2019_Version_amendee_20201207.pdf
https://www.coroner.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/contenu/Veille_recherche_prevention/Comit%C3%A9_violence_conjugale/Rapport_annuel_comit%C3%A9_violence_conjugale_2022.pdf
https://www.coroner.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/contenu/Veille_recherche_prevention/Comit%C3%A9_violence_conjugale/Troisi%C3%A8me_bilan_du_Comit%C3%A9_d_examen_des_d%C3%A9c%C3%A8s_li%C3%A9s_%C3%A0_la_violence_conjugale.pdf


Excerpts from Coroner's Reports, A Cœur d’Hommes 2024)

"I recommend that the Ministry of 
Justice:

Consider the possibility of making 
screening for signs of coercive control 
mandatory for family mediators;

Establish a protocol that will allow 
family mediators to terminate 
mediation in the presence of coercive 
control and refer victims to appropriate 
resources."

"Apart from the reports of divorce or
separation proceedings, there was
no evidence to explain the
circumstances of the death."

"The spouse had consulted a lawyer
shortly before committing the
irreparable act. Consulting a lawyer
in the context of an imminent
separation is a source of anxiety."

"The expert was able to identify the
triggers that led [x] to kill [y], on [z].
[...] complaint of domestic violence
[...] "signing of a peace agreement
[...]", "[...] divorce proceedings must
be served soon"

https://www.acoeurdhomme.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/appreciation_du_risque-3.pdf


Family violence (art. 2 (1) Divorce law)

Means any conduct, whether or not constituting a criminal offence, by a family member towards

another family member that is violent or threatening, that denotes, by its cumulative nature,

coercive and controlling behaviour or that causes that other family member to fear for their safety

or that of another person - and the fact that a child is exposed directly or indirectly to such conduct -

including:

a) Physical abuse, including forced confinement, but excluding the use of reasonable force to

protect oneself or someone else;

b) Sexual abuse;

c) Threats to kill or cause bodily harm to someone;

d) Harassment, including stalking;

e) Failure to provide the necessities of life;

f) Emotional abuse;

g) Financial exploitation;

h) Threats to kill or injure an animal or damage property;

i) Killing an animal, causing injury to an animal, or damaging property.

Facteurs de risque homicidaire
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
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Recent case law:
Droit de la famille– 25611, 2025 QCCS 1734

[10] Although the evidence does not demonstrate any acts of
physical violence against the child and the mother, it is
established that the father reacts violently and that the
current situation poses a risk that this violence will take
another form.

[11] The Court refers to the conclusions of a recent report by 
the Coroner's Office's Domestic Violence Death Review 
Committee. It states that: […]

[12] The Court notes that several of the factors identified are 
present here. Some of the gentleman's comments and 
reactions meet the criteria for violent behavior and, taken into 
context and added together, justify the fears of an escalation 
of the violence already present.

Droit de la famille – 25624, 2025 QCCS 1761

[13] The Court cannot objectify the father's reaction
mechanisms at this time to weigh the risk of loss of control
over his reactions. This is not to be alarmist, nor conversely
overly optimistic. However, certain risk factors for escalation
of domestic violence have been objectified by the Coroner's
Office. Thus, in the perspective of urgent judicial decisions
and without real expertise available as to the danger of the
situation degenerating, these conclusions constitute at least a
guide to the relevant elements to be identified.
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SOS VC

CAVAC

IVAC

LAWYER = COURT OFFICER

Advises offenders or perpetrators 
of violence

Regardless of the area of ​​law

Competently

Refers to other stakeholders, 
programs, and services

Collaborates

SOS VC

24/7Conditional 
release

Correctional 
services

Services for 
people with 

violent 
behavior

Women’s 
shelters

Crisis cell

Police corps

DPCP

Health 
Professionals
CISSS-CIUSS

DPJ

CAVAC

IVAC

The security of the victims : a shared responsability

 

Are we ready to Change? A lawyer’s guide to keeping women and children safe 
in BC’s family law system, May 2021, Suleman, Hrymak et Hawkins

« We need to minimize gaps between the various components of the legal
system, specifically the connections between the family law and criminal
justice systems, and including the coordination and management of court,
municipal police services, the RCMP, and non-legal resources for women and
children survivors. Women and children are falling through the gaps; in many
cases their safety may only be a matter of luck.”

“Once an assessment of family violence has occurred, and the presence of
violence is identified, lawyers should discuss safety planning with their clients
as it relates to their legal file. They should also encourage clients to engage
with resources that help them prepare a more comprehensive safety plan for
themselves and their children. ”
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https://sosviolenceconjugale.ca/fr
https://cavac.qc.ca/contact/joindre-un-cavac/
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/Pages/nous-joindre.aspx
https://womenslegalcentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Are-We-Ready-to-Change-Rise-Womens-Legal-May-2021.pdf
https://womenslegalcentre.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Are-We-Ready-to-Change-Rise-Womens-Legal-May-2021.pdf
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Prioritizing the security of PVs at the start of the file: 
necessary, beneficial and strategic

• Special attention to safety at a time of heightened risk

• Increased sense of security

• Contributes to improved health and functioning (sleep,
energy, concentration, appetite, memory)

• Reduced fear, stress, and anxiety

• Better understanding of legal advice provided

• More willing to initiate legal proceedings

• Court applications tailored to the risk level

Morality,
Creativity,

Problem-solving,

Lack of prejudice

Self-esteem, 
confidence, success, 

respect for others, 
respect by others

Friendship, family, sexual 
intimacy

Security of body, employment, 
resources, morality, family, 

health, property

Respiration, food, water, sex, sleep, 
homeostasis, excretion

Self-refresh

Esteem

Love/belonging

Security

Physiological
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Child interest (art. 16 divorce law)

16 (1) The court shall consider only the best interests of a child of the marriage when making a parenting order or a 
contact order.

Primary consideration
(2) In considering the factors set out in subsection (3), the court shall pay particular attention to the child's physical, 
psychological, and emotional well-being and safety.

Factors to be considered
(3) In determining the best interests of the child, the court shall consider any factor related to the child's circumstances,
including:
[…]
(j) the presence of family violence and its effects on, including:
(i) the ability and willingness of any person using family violence to care for the child and meet the child's needs,
(ii) the appropriateness of an order that requires the cooperation of the persons who would be affected by the order in 
matters affecting the child;

(k) any proceeding, order, condition or measure, whether civil or criminal, affecting his safety or welfare.

Facteurs de risque homicidaire
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https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)
https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/fra/lois/d-3.4/page-1.html#docCont:~:text=violence%20familiale%E2%80%82S%E2%80%99entend,family%20violence)


Lawyers’ role

Understanding and knowing

Knowledge, know-how, know-
how

Detect violence (and refer) Briefly identify risks and 
needs (and refer)

Contribute to the 
deployment of the 

physical and 
psychological safety net 

(and refer)

Reassess

Refer
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Protect people who are 
victims, create « non-events » 
and avoid the worst

• Utilization of the prism of coercive control for documenter and 
analyzer of conjugal violence

• Analyze the systematic homicide risk facts
• Creation of a bra team at risk of homicide

• Reference for complete analysis of the homicide risk

• Support for the victim

• Contribution to the triggering of numerous crisis/rapid 
intervention cells (more than 30)

• Participation to additional crisis/rapid intervention cells (more 
than 15)

• Legal contribution to security file

• Extra person victims at high risk protected

Une image contenant texte, capture d’écran, Page web, Site web

Description générée automatiquement
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https://www.coroner.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/Organisation/Rapport_annuel_2018-2019_Version_amendee_20201207.pdf
https://www.rabaska-at.com/_files/ugd/d642b5_b5da9a53533b41a2a319c2f41ede53ba.pdf
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BackgroundCheck stat codesReportArrest/Conditions/DetentionDoes the police officer know their conditions? If 
not, obtain a copy.
Remind the police officer that conditions are not a 
guarantee of safety but rather a security tool.
It is important to report violations of conditions.Assistant Partner Assessment Service at the 
Pretrial Release Stage
Application for Article 810 of the Criminal CodePolice intervention to assist police officers in the 
recovery of personal belongings
Anti-approach braceletParole – Qc et Fed

Qc

Fed

Criminal law

Background
Check stat codes

Report

Arrest/Conditions/Detenti
on

Does the police officer 
know their conditions? If 
not, obtain a copy.

Remind the police officer 
that conditions are not a 
guarantee of safety but 
rather a security tool.

It is important to report 
violations of conditions.

Assistant Partner 
Assessment Service at the 
Pretrial Release Stage

Application for Article 810 
of the Criminal Code

Police intervention to 
assist police officers in the 
recovery of personal 
belongings

Anti-approach bracelet

Parole – Qc et Fed

IVAC

Financial assistance for 
social reintegration

Moving

Alarm system

Lock changes

Victim protection

Cameras

Panic button

Additional lighting

Other

Immediate assistance

Emergency assistance 
(LAFU)

Protocole ISA

Request for installation of 
an alarm system and 
payment of 12 monthly 
installments

Areas covered:

Montreal (2003)

Laval (2017)

Gatineau (2015)

Longueuil (2018);

Saint-Jean-sur-

Richelieu (2021)

Must file a complaint with 
the police in the event of 
IPV

Must no longer stay with 
the spouse

Alarm system (and panic 
button) identified as a 
location of interest at the 
dispatch center

Quick installation

Family and civil

Application for exclusive 
use of the home (art. 410 
C.C.Q.)

Supervised or restricted
access
Civil protection order 
(art. 515.1 C.C.P.)

Election of domicile at 
the lawyer's office
Abuse of process (arts. 
51 et seq. and 596.1 
C.C.P.), quarrelsome 
conduct
Application for 
termination of lease if, 
due to domestic violence, 
[…] the safety of the 
tenant or the child is 
threatened (art. 1974.1 
C.C.Q.)
Application for 
termination of the co-
tenancy agreement (arts. 
6, 7, 1604, 1860, 1863, 
and 1375 C.C.Q.)

Notice of termination of 
cohabitation (art. 1938 
para. 1 C.C.Q.)

Youth

Grounds for 
Compromise:

Exposure to Domestic 
Violence (Art. 38 c.1 LPJ)
Sexual Abuse (Art. 38 d 
LPJ)

Physical Abuse (Art. 38 e 
LPJ)

Immigration

Consider the immigration 
status of the victim and 
even the aggressor.

Consider consulting an 
immigration lawyer. 
Knowing your rights 
regarding your 
immigration status can 
reassure the victim and 
contribute to their safety.

Changes in the victim's 
personal situation must 
be promptly 
communicated to IRCC if 
they move or decide to 
end the relationship.

Remedies and tools

https://ccjrs.sharepoint.com/sites/Rebatir2/Documents%20partages/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FRebatir2%2FDocuments%20partages%2FDroit%20criminel%2F2%2E%20Outils%20externes%2FCode%20stat%20plumitif22052024%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FRebatir2%2FDocuments%20partages%2FDroit%20criminel%2F2%2E%20Outils%20externes
https://www.cqlc.gouv.qc.ca/services/communication-avec-les-personnes-victimes.html
https://www.cqlc.gouv.qc.ca/services/communication-avec-les-personnes-victimes.html
https://www.canada.ca/fr/commission-liberations-conditionnelles/services/victimes.html


CRIMINAL LAW
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Droit criminel

LEGAL FRAMEWORK FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (INSPQ, 2023)

Non-consensual publication of an intimate image (s. 162.1)

Murder (s. 229) or murder reduced to manslaughter (s. 232)

Criminal harassment (s. 264)

Uttering threats (s. 264.1)

Assault: Assault (s. 265-266) ; Assault with a weapon or causing bodily harm (s. 267) ;

Aggravated assault (s. 268) ; Causing bodily harm (s. 269)

Sexual assault: Sexual assault (s. 271) ; Sexual assault with a weapon, threats to a third party, or 

causing bodily harm (s. 272) ; Aggravated sexual assault (s. 273)

Kidnapping and forcible confinement (s. 279)

Trafficking in persons (s. 279.01) and trafficking in persons under 18 (s. 279.011)

Theft (s. 322)

Extortion (s. 346)

Indecent and harassing communications (s. 372)

Intimidation (s. 423)

Mischief (s. 430)

Disobeying a court order (s. 127), a probation order (s. 733.1), or a peace bond (s. 811) (see also s. 

145(3))
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a

Assault

Big circle 

of 

domestic 

violence

Little circle 

of criminal 

offenses

Harassment

Dead threats

Sexual aggression

Sharing intimate 
pictures

Breach of condition

Obstruction

Sequestration

Breaking and 
entering

Denigration

ControlFinancial violence

diffamation

Manipulation Isolation

Silence

Judicial violence Parental alienation
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Role of the criminal lawyer at Rebâtir

Before the police report / During the legal process / After the sentence

46

Improving the 
confidence of PV in the 
criminal justice system 

and its actors

Demystifying the 
Source of Police Power 

and the Criminal Justice 
System

Pre-denunciation 
meetings

Explanation of the 
whistleblowing process

Explanation of the legal 
process

Application under 276 
et seq. of the Criminal 

Code

PV Statement on 
Consequences / 

Compensation Orders

Provincial and federal 
parole
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Indemnisation des victimes d’acte criminel (IVAC)
Compensation for victims of crime

No need to report it to the police, but you do need to be the victim of a crime.

Psychological, verbal, and economic violence, and coercive control are not criminal acts.

Financial assistance offered to victims of a crime

Form to be completed “request for qualification”

Examples of possible financial assistance:

• Income replacement (max. $98,000)

• Reimbursement of moving expenses (max. $8,003)

• Reimbursement of two months' rent due if the lease is terminated due to domestic violence (1974.1 C.c.Q.) (max. 
$1,319/month)

• Installation of an alarm system/surveillance camera (max. $1,172)

• Installation of window bars (max. $175/window)

• Reimbursement of therapy fees (psychologist/psychotherapist/SW/psychoeducator/etc.) (max. $94.50 per session)

• Reimbursement of medication costs

• Reimbursement of travel expenses for medical appointments

• Etc.



ISA Protocol

➢ Agreement between partners such as CAVAC, IVAC,
police forces and shelters

➢ Installation d’un système d’alarme et paiement de 12 
mensualités (Installation of an alarm system and
payment of 12 monthly installments)

➢ Regions covered:

➢ Montréal (2003)

➢ Laval (2017)

➢ Gatineau (2015)

➢ Longueuil (2018);

➢ Saint-Jean-sur-Richelieu (2021)

➢ Must file a complaint with the police

➢ Must no longer live with spouse

➢ Coverage for alarm system installation up to the
maximum limit set out in the LAPVIC (French Law on
Civil Liability Act) and 12 months of monthly
payments

➢ Alarm system (and possible panic button) identified
as a location of interest to the dispatch center; in the
event of an alarm, the center notifies the police of the
location's risk and shares information;

➢ Fast installation
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https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.ivac.qc.ca/a-propos/Documents/rapport-annuel-IVAC-2018.pdf
https://www.tcvcm.ca/document/protocole-isa-installation-d-un-systeme-d-alarme#:~:text=Protocole%20ISA%20(installation%20d'un,%C3%A0%20une%20centrale%20de%20surveillance.
https://www.tcvcm.ca/document/protocole-isa-installation-d-un-systeme-d-alarme#:~:text=Protocole%20ISA%20(installation%20d'un,%C3%A0%20une%20centrale%20de%20surveillance.
https://sjsr.ca/communiques-2021/un-service-supplementaire-pour-les-victimes-de-violence-conjugale/
https://sjsr.ca/communiques-2021/un-service-supplementaire-pour-les-victimes-de-violence-conjugale/
https://sjsr.ca/communiques-2021/un-service-supplementaire-pour-les-victimes-de-violence-conjugale/
https://sjsr.ca/communiques-2021/un-service-supplementaire-pour-les-victimes-de-violence-conjugale/
https://sjsr.ca/communiques-2021/un-service-supplementaire-pour-les-victimes-de-violence-conjugale/
https://sjsr.ca/communiques-2021/un-service-supplementaire-pour-les-victimes-de-violence-conjugale/
https://sjsr.ca/communiques-2021/un-service-supplementaire-pour-les-victimes-de-violence-conjugale/
https://sjsr.ca/communiques-2021/un-service-supplementaire-pour-les-victimes-de-violence-conjugale/


Housing Law

Cette photo par Auteur inconnu est 
soumise à la licence CC BY-SA

➢Application to terminate a lease if your safety or that of a
child living with you is threatened due to (1974.1 C.c.Q.):
1) domestic violence by your intimate partner or former

partner;

2) sexual violence that you have suffered, regardless of who
committed it;

3) violence toward a child living in the dwelling covered by the
lease.

➢Written form

➢No hearing required

If the victim wishes to leave 
the accommodation

➢Submit an application to the Housing Court to evict
the perpetrator of violence

➢Disturbance of peaceful enjoyment of housing that
causes serious harm

If the PV wishes to remain in 
the accommodation to the 

exclusion of the perpetrator 
of violence
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https://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/wooden-tile/b/bail.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Challenges to be met at Rebâtir

Current Challenges

1. Lack of Staff

Daily Response to Victim Calls:

Only 14 lawyers cover all areas of law for the entire 
population of Quebec.

This limits the ability to respond in real time to victims' 
requests.

Little time to develop training or contribute to the advancement 
of research.

2. End of the REBÂTIR Program – Phase 2: This program 
allowed victims of domestic violence to be represented 
before the Superior Court in family law matters, 
particularly in:

complex cases,

cases requiring an interpreter,

cases that could lead to the creation of case law.
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Challenges to be met at Rebâtir
(…)

2. Few lawyers accept legal aid mandates to represent victims of 
domestic and sexual violence:

Shortage of specialized lawyers in the regions.

Legal knowledge is evolving rapidly.

The complexity associated with the dynamics of domestic violence.

The heavy workload required versus the ability to pay.

3. Consequences for victims:

Insufficient resources and specialized support can compromise the 
safety and stability of victims, increasing their vulnerability and limiting 
their access to justice.

Victims represent themselves.

The spectre of parental alienation in family and youth law.

Multiple denunciations in criminal law.
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Solutions

Solutions

Deployment of specialized teams across the 
province:

Multidisciplinary expertise available in every region of 
Quebec.

Including the establishment of a team dedicated to 
supporting individuals wishing to report a crime, 
thus providing an additional means of protection (pre-
reporting).

Specialized training and tools offered to all lawyers in 
Quebec.
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Victims of domestic and sexual violence | If access to justice is important to us | 

La Presse
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Victimes de violence conjugale et sexuelle | 
Si l’accès à la justice nous tient à cœur | La 
Presse
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https://www.lapresse.ca/actualites/chroniques/2025-02-26/victimes-de-violence-conjugale-et-sexuelle/si-l-acces-a-la-justice-nous-tient-a-coeur.php
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Your opinion matters

Evaluation link 

https://uwo.eu.qualtrics.com/jfe/f
orm/SV_23q3brq6HAo6Fue
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Proud to be a partner in this 
collective fight that we are waging 
together to counter domestic and 
sexual violence in Quebec

1 833 732-2847 rebatir.ca projet@rebatir.ca

Commission des services 
juridiques 
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